




March 10, 2010 
Jones & Henry Engineers, Ltd. 

Attention: Amy Roth 
4791 Campus Drive 

Kalamazoo, MI  49008 
 
 
Dear U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, East Lansing Michigan Field Office: 
 
We are requesting concurrence from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that the proposed City of 
Three Rivers Drinking Water System Improvements is not likely to adversely affect Indiana Bat’s 
wooded stream corridor, Copperbelly water snake’s wooded permanently wet areas, or Eastern 
massasauga’s habitat.  The proposed project is located in St. Joseph County, Michigan.  The 
project is requesting funding from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment Drinking Water Revolving Fund. 
 
The proposed project involves improvements or new construction of water treatment facilities at 
the City’s well fields located east of the intersection of Arnold Street and Douglas Avenue, and 
on the south side of Hoffman Street, east of the Rocky River.  These projects are located next to, 
but do not directly impact the low lands adjacent to the Rocky River.  The remainder of the 
project includes water main replacement located under existing rights-of-way, and a new or 
expanded building at well #8, which is located at the municipal airport. 
 
We carefully reviewed your agency’s Section 7 Consultation website on March 10, 2010 for a list 
of species and critical habitat that “may be present” within the project area.  There are three 
species that may be present: Indiana Bat, Copperbelly water snake, and Eastern massasauga. 
 
The Indiana Bat, which may be present in the trees surrounding this area, could be impacted by 
the construction noise and activity that will occur during the construction process.  They may also 
be impacted by additional traffic from the municipal workers who will be taking care of chemical 
monitoring and other treatment processes.  No trees are planned for removal, so no direct impact 
is expected. 
 
The Copperbelly water snake may be living in grassy areas where a new or expanded treatment 
building will be placed. The square footage of the building is expected to be no more than 3,000 
square feet and is planned to be placed on the highest ground available.  Construction noises and 
activity may also impact the snake, but they are planned to be short term impacts.  No direct 
impact of the habitat is expected. 
 
The Eastern massasauga snake may also be living in grassy areas where a new or expanded 
treatment building will be placed. Construction noises and activity may also impact the snake, but 
they are planned to be short term impacts.  No direct impact of the habitat is expected. 
 
For these reasons, we conclude that the City of Three Rivers Drinking Water System 
Improvements project is not likely to adversely affect the Indiana Bat, Copperbelly water snake, 
or Eastern massasauga.  We request your concurrence with our determination. 




